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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, source of all wisdom,
as Senators strive to make critical de-
cisions, guide their hearts and minds.
Give them such courage of conviction
that they will ignore the siren calls to
deviate from integrity. Help them to
walk along ethical paths even when
they are misunderstood by insiders and
outsiders. Lord, deliver them from
those who question their motives and
misrepresent their intentions. Remind
them that You are the one constituent
who ultimately matters and that pleas-
ing You must be their first priority.
May they trust You to open doors that
no one can shut and to shut doors that
no one can open.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 7, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robert Stewart
Ballou, of Virginia, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Virginia.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

FOX NEWS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last
night, millions of Americans tuned
into one of the most shameful hours we
have ever seen on cable television.
With contempt for the facts, disregard
of the risks, and knowing full well he
was lying—lying—+to his audience, FOX
News host Tucker Carlson ran a
lengthy segment last night arguing the
January 6 Capitol attack was not a vio-
lent insurrection.

By diving deep into the waters of
conspiracy and cherry-picking from
thousands of hours of security footage,
Mr. Carlson told the bald-faced lie that
the Capitol attack—which we all saw
with our own eyes—was somehow not
an attack at all. He tried to argue it
was nothing more than a peaceful
sightseeing tour—can you imagine—a
nonviolent demonstration, a perfectly
fine and appropriate instance of people
expressing their opinion.

I and so many others who were here
in the Capitol and millions and mil-
lions of Americans are just furious
with Tucker Carlson and KEVIN MCCAR-
THY today.

Many of my staff were here at the
Capitol on January 6. Their lives were
put in danger, as were the lives of
many of my colleagues, as well as po-
lice, maintenance staff, reporters,
countless others.

At one point, I was within 30 feet of
the rioters. One of them, I was told,
shouted out ‘‘let’s get him’ before my
detail pulled me away and we ran in
the other direction.

To say January 6 was not violent is a
lie—a lie, pure and simple. I don’t
think I have ever seen a prime time
cable news anchor manipulate his view-
ers the way Mr. Carlson did last night.
I don’t think I have ever seen an an-
chor treat the American people and
American democracy with such dis-
dain.

And he is going to come back tonight
with another segment. FOX News
should tell him not to.

FOX News, Rupert Murdoch, tell
Carlson not to run a second segment of
lies. You know it is a lie. He has admit-
ted it is a lie.

And Speaker MCCARTHY is every bit
as culpable as Mr. Carlson. Speaker
MCCARTHY’s decision to share security
footage with FOX looked like a mis-
take from the very beginning. But
after last night, it looks like a dis-
aster. Speaker MCCARTHY has played a
treacherous game by catering to the
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